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Bhavadipa—-a gloss on Tatvaprakasika of Shri Jayatirtha-tika
(commentary) on Brahmasutra Bhashya of Sri Madhvacharya.

Sri Raghavendratirtha is a well-known Saint-philosopher of the 17th
century who adorned the pontifical seat of Sri Madhvacharya with great
pomp and celebrity. He is an indispensable guide to the students of Dvaita~
Vedanta to interpret and understand the sense of the woiks of Sri Jayatirtha.
He has condensed the meaning of all the original works of Sri Madhva-
charya and Sri Jayatirtha for the benefit of the students and scholars. He

calls them as ‘Sangrahas’ e. g. TIATIAAZ:, gAAEAG:, HEIAIA-
a\'aqufau’mmafiqg:, Iufraadeag:, WIEHTR: ete. Sri Raghavendratirtha
is the only Tippanikara who has attempted to give the gist of all the basic
materials viz. the Vedas, including the Upanishads, Brahmasutras, Gita,
Mahabharata and Ramayana udder the torch light of the tenets of Madhva-
siddhanta.

Sri Raghavendratirtha is at home with the terse texts of all the systems
of plilosophy, Tarka, Vyakarana, Mimamsa and Vedanta.

Guruguna stavana of Sri Vadindratirtha gives a critical appreciation of
the works of this author in the following verses :

fa’ amaand weafs agar wfwag [ afyg:

arE Wwiaa a1 A foafa aa@igaegamd @y
gad A1 afeq wa: wafaaf fofad Ja fawife qear-
e gerdawomAfawd T TEEE: 0 -1, @

Bhavadipa is extolled as an apt apparel beautifully dressing the body
of the ‘Brahmasutras’ - the Goddess of learning (Saraswati).

Sri Raghavendratirtha explains the scope and object of Bhavadipa io
the following verses :

aeasw e wfrwma: seia )

wfy Aaga wafavar 1 Ffaas o

Taq (wfgar) sfaar ¥ g DurREESTAR |
dwastfad awsa: gawn: §g /A |
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The Tatparya Chindrika of Sri Vyasatirtha disciple of Sri Brahmanya-
tirtha and Sri Lexmi-Narayanatirtha (Sripad-Raj) is the guiding star for
the author to skip through and react'the shore of the ocean of the Vedanta-
shastra (Philoshophical literature) without any fear of mishaps. Thus we
find the author quoting the Tatparya Chandrika for the elucidation of the
tough and unintelligible texte and knotty problems of philosophy. Just as
Sri Jayatirtha remembers dnd adores with reverence Sri Padmanabhatirtha,
the senior pupil of Sri Madhvacharya, Sii Raghavendratirtha pays implicit
homage to Sri Vyasatirtha—

Awrareafagdl sarediaiza: aen |
qq § AFAARATNIAIT FZWG !

Scholars like Sri Vyasatirtha only are competent to understand and
explain the import of the Tika (E‘WT) of Sri Jayatirtha. But we are
only giving the fringe of the meaning as given by Sri Vyasatirtha.

We may note the numerous references to the areqa=HfTHT made by
the author while interpreting the terse texis of the Tattvaprakasika.

Our author quotes profusely from amafaaTn , AVTATET and ATZATRAT
etc. to support his interpretation. In some cases they are mentioned as
giving alternate explanation within the limits of the Dvaita Siddhanta.
Similarly Sri Raghavendratirtha is giving quotations from the Tattvapradipa
of Sri Trivikrama Panditacharya, the Nyayamrita and Tarka Tandava of
Sri Vyasatirtha to support and establish his interpretations. Thus he
tollowes the methodology of his predecessors, Sri Jayatirtha and Sri Vyasa-
tirtha in writing his tippanis. Tikacharya (Sri Jayatirtha) hints at this
methodology in the opening verse of the Tattvaprakasika—

EAA A wafgeEsay a9
| fagfgfesad dwaq qdfe o —-a. %
He joins his words (Tppani) with the words of Sri

Madhvacharya (in interpretations s %iﬂ'ﬂ) or gives cross

references from the different works of Sri Madhvacharya i.e. from
Anuvyakhyana, Anubhashya, Nyayavivarana and from the Gita-
Bhashya, Gitatatparya Nirnaya, Upanishadbhashya etc. This metho-
dology, modernly known as Inter-disciplinary methodology, is adopted by
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Sri Madhvacharya from the works of Sri Krishna Dvaipayana, Badarayana,
or Vedavyasa who formulates his system of philosophy (Vedant) from the
Vedas, Upanishads etc. This traditional method of interpretation is the
most authentic and un-challengeable.

Thus far, about the methodology adopted by our author Sri Raghaven-
dratirtha. Sri Vyasatirtha respects this style from his forerunners like Sri
Jayatirtha as stated, above. This is the safest course to understand the
import of the sastras handed down from teacher to his pupil.

Another object of his commentary Bhavadipa is to refute the antagonistic
views of the critics of the Dvaita system of philosophy as they are based
upon unauthentic or unreliable source materials. They are shown in the
Bhavadipa to be wrong and fallacious.

See for Example : 1,1, 1, P. 10. The defects pointed out by the
critics are irrelevant and untenable. This is shown in the Bhavadipa in
several instances. His admirable grammatical notes on some of the Sutras
and Bhashya usages are eloquent in showing the author’s thorough grasp
and mastery over the Sanskrit texts on grammer. His thorough and intimate.

aquaintance and grasp of the cntire Vedic literature ~&fgar (#=), avgror,

HAToa® and Upanishads and the different systems of philosophy viz.

Tarka, Mimamsa, Vyakarana and different schools of Vedanta have added
great strength to his genius as a scholar and interpreter.

The several branches of knowledge acquired by Sri Raghavendratirtha
will be apparent to the reader of the gloss Bhavadipa published here and
now placed before the scholars. We shall deal with this topic more fully in
the general introduction appended 1o the next volume containing the ‘remai-
ning two adhyayas of this publication.

DHARWAD R. S. Panchamukhi.
27-8-1980-Wednesday
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